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established in 1972.
Potrillo means 'foal' in Spanish, and

is the leading junior tournament for
youngsters aged between nine to eleven
and twelve to fourteen. A11 matches are
played on the same day, and this year
thirty-two teams from around the world
participated. This made Los Indios the
scene of youngsters having fun and their
proud parents looking on, with juniors
from the leading polo families.

The Chapaleufri junior team had a

young Llorente as number two, u'hrl.
Back featured a Ruso Jr, wearing a blu.
beard drawn by a marker pen. Ruso, hinr-
self umpired the final.

PQ It looks like the Argentine family tr,r-
dition in polo has come to stay.

EH Yes, it's an established traditr,,r,
which will continue to go on in th.
firture. Yet, polo has changed a 1ot rn
Argentina. It's more popular than evcr.
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A FnMILY
AFFAIR

Eduardo Hrgt y talks to PQinternationaL about
his Loqte of the game - and a

Longstanding f arnily c onnne cti on

with TV, radio and newspapers covering
the matches.

PQ Following the tradition, you had an
early start - earlier than most children, I
am told.

EH I was on a horse before I could walk,
with my father, and then when I was
older, I would practise with the mallet on
foot. I grew up at the farm and, being
around the horses, polo was always a nat- At the Abierto fizegiving, with a young admirer

95



ural thing to do. Part of it is talent, but
vou also have to work really hard, in
.,rJer to improve and to get the best of it.
\ . ' u  have to  leam a l l  the  t ime.

PQ To u'hat extenr did your father influ-
cnce vou and your brothers?

EH He influenced us a 1or. He taught us
htr\\' tt) ride and how to handle the hors,
c.. He has been an inspiration and a good
cr.rmple. He was not a professional, but
hc els'avs behaved like one - he would go
:. l-cJ earh', not drink and lead a healthy
. : t r . t I le .

PQ Hou imporranr was rhe Potrillo to
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Malaysia, Brazil - from all around the
world. The level and the skill of the
childen are impressive. They will show up
in many other opens. They are the future
of Argentine polo and many will play
professionally.

PQ Such as you and your two brothers,
who have just won your third Abierto,
even if the starr was a bit shaky.

EH We had a slow start, and we were one
goal down in the first chukka. But we
never lost control. 

'!7e 
knew that the key

of the game was ro srop Cambiaso. He
was feeling the pressure of Nachi and
myself - we were always behind him, and
that pressure probably made him miss the
penakies.

Also, we played very well as a ream.
\7e were really focused and sure abour
the way that we always play.

PQ So a slow start does not make you
lose faith?

EH No, because we've been playing
together for three years, and we had a
great season, where we'd won everything.

So we knew in the beginning that u.
would catch them later.

PQ You are not just the captain of thc
team, but also vour brothers' leader.

EH \Vell, I'm the eldest and the most
expefienced one, because I've played
Ionger, so I'm like the chief to them. But
we also have our coach, Daniel Gonzale;.
I'm the coach inside.

PQ And happy with the results for this
vear?

EH Yes, I'm really happy with the whole
season. The Abierto was rhe end of a
great season, where we never lost a single
match. \7e haven't finished celebrating
yet. First we'll celebrate here and then we
are having another party ar La Pampa,
with all the grooms and the gauchos.

PQ lThat about rivalry, does it exist
between the familiesl

EH Only on rhe field, not really outside.
Everybody wants to win. 

'We 
are profes-

sionals and a tournament l ike the

I

I

,i

1 roung EdurLrdo (second from bft) with his parents anl. brothers
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\bierto is the.dream of all players in the
rorld. A lot of sacrifices are involved,
rrd you have to work really hard to get to
*ris level. That's why I understand why
el'eryone is like this. And I enjoy it,
because you have more pressure and it is
more fun. The two weeks of rhe Abierto
T'ere the weeks that I enioved the most of
the year.

PQ So pressure rather motivates youl

EH Yes, I enjoy it. It's also nice to see
how people are getting more involved, as
in football. Polo is more fun like this. I
prefer it when the crowds shout, scream
and whistle than to play in front of a
quiet crowd. It makes us play berrer, roo.

PQ The audience were shouring 'Ruso,

Ruso'- does it in fact mean Russian?

EH Yes, when I was a kid, I had blond
hair and I looked like a Russian, so all the
grooms started calling me Ruso. It used to

|;f:: 
-" then, but it remained my nick-

PQ You also had a busy season abroad.

EH Yes, we played six monrhs abroad and
the rest here, from September to
December. Now the horses are tired and
in need ofa vacation, just like us.

I0(/e put all our energies into the
Abierto, and focused on it all year long.
Soon I am going to Intendente Alvear in
the La Pampa region, which is where I
always try to go when I don't play. Our
whole family lives around rhar area,
where we have farms and breed horses.
This is also where we have the
Chapaleuff clubhouse, and from where
we took our team name, representing Los
Indios here and Chapaleufii in La Pampa.

international

PQ How many horses do you have in La
Pampa?

EH I have around three hundred horses,
some young, some for breeding, and oth-
ers that are just here. Some people collect
cars or stamps, and I collect horses.
Horses are a family passion.

I7e play polo because we love hors-
es, we love breeding, and spending time
with the animals. We try to keep them,
but we also have to sell some to finance
the whole organisation. Also, we cannot
end up with a thousand horses each.

PQ The 1996 final is widely considered a
polo landmark, with two Heguy teams
involved. What are your memories from

Chapaleuf( is an Indian name and this match?
means somerhing like 'wild lagoon'.
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EH It was a very special mirtch. since it
was the first time that we u'on the Onen.
\7e had been playing for eleven vc;rrs anJ
made it to the final several tirnes, the fir-sr
time in 1985. The 1996 final \\'as our
sixth final, so it was very special.

PQ Was it your best match ever?

EH We have played many great matches
and it was definitely one of them. This
year's Abierto was a great one too,
because we won against the best team
right now - La Dolfina.

PQ And your best goal?

EH Probably a penalty shot with a rvide
angle.

The 2000 Abierto final - 
'we won against the best team ight nou
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PQ It must be difficult to keep a good
balance between breeding, training and
playing abroad. You lost the 1997 Abierto
because you had not trained enough.

EH Exactly. At this level it is like a
Formula One team or a football team. Itt
tough and competitive. It is nice to win
the tournaments, because they mean a
Itrt, but in 1997 we lost because we were
not fticused.

We had won it the year before, and
\\'e \\'ere a little bit relaxed, and also we
hal had a difficult semi-final against my
.L)u\ins. Their father was very ill and it
\\':ls \-ery hard to have to play against
thcm.

PQ S,r .1o you basically enjoy playing
rl-r, ,aJ, t ,r  does i t  interfere with your
:  u t t n c  ]

EH I l , ,ve plar. ing outside Argentina,
:(-- i .r .c rt  qives me new ideas. Al l  around
': ' .r  ' , i ,  r lJ rr is competit ive and the good
':-. : : . .  .r ' : . 'ur rhi.  i - .  that you never f inish
.:: : : ' . : : , :  i ' f ' ,ur foltr  and about horseS,
::  : : :  : i - . .  :n.rni plavers and the many
- :  ,  : : . -  : i :  i t ' . ,  u  r l c c t .
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you know everything, it is time ro srop.'lUhen 
you stop watching people and

leaming from others, it's over.

PQ \fhat are your plans for this year?

EH In February I was due to play in Palm
Beach, and after that I will probably go to
England - I'm very fond of playing there.

PQ \7hat do you think of Kenney Jones's
Hurtwood Park club - and what effect do
you think it will have on the sportl

EH It is very nice and good for polo in
England. It will probably make the game
more popular. It's what we need in polo -

that people won't think that it's just for
an elite - that they get more involved, by
knowing the players, and rrying to play
themselves. When the media supports ir,
the sport will become more popular.

PQ Do you have any special advice for
young players?

EH The most importanr rhing is not to
copy. Don't try to play like someone such
as Adolfito Cambiaso or Baurista Heguy.
They play as they do, because they are

unique. It's like Maradona or Pele - they
do things easier because they are at rhat
particular level.

So don't try to copy them, because
they are the only ones who can do it.
Also, try to enjoy playing - polo is just a
game and the most important thing is not
winning but enjoying it.

PQ Your equestrian advicel

EH Tieat your horses well. Get to know
them well, and know when the horse is
tired and how to get the best from each
horse. They are beautiful animals, and to
me they are really special.

I love to be around my horses and
being outside in these green surroundings
and in the open air. I have a great job,
and I thank God, because I know how
lucky I am to be able to do something
that I love.

I also love spending time with the
kids or teaching the players. I'll be play-
ing professionally for about ten years
more, I hope, and after that I'll be watch-
ing the game, and probably go on breed-
ing horses at the farm.

I'11 play as long as people invite me,
and as long as I enjoy the game. CA

:EI

No chance of confusion - natnes and Roman numerak for Edurndo anl his Abierto teun mates
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